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BOSTON, JUNE, 1899. 



(s^jjl MUST say, candidly, I cannot understand how Christians, as 
Jl Christians, can fight so brutally as they often do. As a Hindoo, 
I cannot understand ; and look upon it as a great anomaly in 
Christendom, how, year after year, the most deadly weapons and 
engines of torture and war are being invented, in order to carry the 
art of slaughtering our brother man to perfection. These are barbarities ; 
these are brutal things which have cast a slur upon a Christian nation, 
and which, for the honor of a Christian nation, ought to be removed 
instantaneously. I really cannot tell how the followers of the Prince 
of Peace can ever go to war. I cannot, for one moment, believe that 
men can live and die true Christians, without doing all in their power 
to check and arrest the growth and spirit of war. The demon of war 
requires to be crushed down immediately and in every possible way. 
O, for the day when the din of battle shall no longer be heard upon 
the earth ! 

— Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen. 
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What the Conference at The Hague 
may be expected to Accomplish. 

There are several reasons why important results 
may be expected from the Conference at The Hague, 
which will be in session when this number of the 
Advocate is published. The age of the Czar and 
his position m the political world will cause him to 
put forth every influence of which he is capable to 
have the Conference result in as much as possible of 
what he has proposed. His reputation, both for 
wisdom and for sincerity, is involved in the outcome ; 
and to a larger extent than many suppose the future 
internal peace and industrial development of his 
empire are likewise involved. Russia, therefore, 
will not only desire and work for the largest results, 
but she will be ready to make important concessions 
in order to obtain them. 

The seriousness with which for the most part 



the governments invited have taken the matter also 
augurs good results. Almost without exception 
they have appointed as delegates able men of large 
experience, many of whom are known to be in 
thorough sympathy with the purposes for which the 
Conference has been called. It does not stand to 
reason that either these men or the governments 
sending them will be content to have the Conference 
consume itself in mere idle and wrangling discus- 
sions, and end in failure. 

Supporting this contention is also to be reckoned 
the large expression of intelligent public interest in 
every country which will have delegates at The 
Hague. This interest has continued unabated since 
the Rescript was published nine months ago, and in 
many parts of the civilized world has grown in in* 
tensity up to the last moment. 

A third and most weighty reason for believing 
that the Conference will not prove fruitless is the 
absolute necessity of speedy relief from the vast and 
growing burdens of European militarism. This is 
the chief cause of the meeting of the Conference, and 
it may be expected to work as effectively in bring- 
ing good results from the deliberations as it did in 
calling the Conference into existence. Failure to 
find means of relief in this direction will be almost 
equal to the opening of the great war which has been 
so long talked of. At any rate, failure to make things 
better will, as John Morley has declared, almost 
certainly make them much worse. 

Those who believe, as we do, that the Spirit of 
God is in the movement see a still deeper and 
stronger reason for believing that some really im- 
portant results will be attained. The mere meeting 
of the Conference means much, as has been often said. 
Yes, but the time for mere meetings and discussions 
has about gone by. The Pan-American Conference 
met and talked and drew a treaty. But nothing came 



